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LOUIS – It was the crime of the century: The kidnapping of a
young woman and then the torture and murder of her parents.
Now, decades later, a middle-aged woman has admitted to
participating in that ghastly crime. Diana Madson had a significant
role in the April 8, 1980, incident, according to statements to
police released this week. From 1980 to 1989, the kidnapped
woman was in and out of mental hospitals — with no arrests or
charges. But in 1990, 30 years later, she told police of her
involvement. At the time of the crime, Madson and an accomplice
called the family home and told the parents that their 15-year-old
daughter had run away. “We trusted them,” their son, Bruce
Madson, told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. “We believed they were
legitimate people.” The father drove his wife to a nearby motel
where they left her daughter with the two gunmen. “She was
mentally disturbed. She was a child.” Bruce Madson said. The
mother was told to come back at a certain time. But she never did.
The couple was found strangled to death the next day at their
home. The daughter was nowhere to be found. Bruce Madson said
the family’s faith and trust in the couple was shattered. “We never
thought we’d be involved in something like that,” he said. Madson
told police she had been drinking heavily that night. It took almost
two decades before her confessions became public. When Madson
was trying to track down her long-lost daughter she checked out
the crime story from old newspapers. “I found a news clip about
them (the Mad
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