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National flag of England Organisations, flags and emblems of England, clothing and insignia. National flag of England The flag of England is a flag used by the United Kingdom as its national flag. The flag is almost always
flown at state occasions and is rarely hoisted at home by the Queen. Occasionally, the monarch may also fly the flag during an official visit abroad. The current royal standard is quartered, with the first section being
divided by red and white lines, the second by blue and white, the third by yellow and black, and the fourth by red and white stripes. It has been unofficially used as a flag by English citizens since before the two nations
became fully united. Originally, the flag of England was similar to the flag of Scotland, and included the St. Andrew's cross instead of the St. Patrick's cross on the Irish cross. The first recorded use of the flag of England
was by King Henry I in 1128, in a charter of the abbey of Ramsey, which referred to Henry as Rex Anglorum: king of the English. During the Middle Ages, the flag was used as a banner of the kings and queens of England.
The emblem of the House of Plantagenet consisted of a golden lion of England (a reference to the Golden Fleece of ancient Greece) trampling an olive tree (symbolising peace with the Irish) and was used on the shield of
King Henry II of England. The emblem of the House of Lancaster was also a lion of England, however, this time trampling on a red hand, symbolising the Lancastrian claim to the throne. The emblem remained an important
part of the regalia of Henry V, which had been confiscated from the French at the Battle of Agincourt. The red hand badge appears on the flag of England to this day. The only emblems from the 15th-century were removed
after Henry VIII assumed the throne and placed them in the custody of the Crown Jewels. Henry VIII continued using the golden lion of England as the badge for the House of Tudor. The Tudors used the lion of England
with the St. Andrew's cross on a white field as the regal coat of arms. The House of Stuart continued to use the emblem of the House of Lancaster. When the English Civil War broke out, the Parliamentarian side adopted
the royal arms of the House of Plantagenet (originally the royal arms of England under King Richard II
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